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Many of us spend years deciding what 
their purpose is for our short time 
on this planet.  How we can make a 
positive contribution to society through 
our work, our hobbies, and personal 
endeavours? While some have faith in 
the ability that one person can make 
a positive change, some doubt in the 
power of one person’s actions to make a 
significant impact on the world.  

We, as a society, need more of the 
former. Katura Halleday is the former.  

K a t u ra  H a l l e d ay  i s  t h e  yo u n g 
mastermind behind 8x8 to Educate, a 
social enterprise dedicated to raising 
awareness and funds for girls’ education 
in developing nations. At the age of 13, 
Katura began her journey of improving 
developing nations’ education one 
artwork at a time.  

8x8 to Educate started with an invite 
for Katura to accompany a film crew to 
Africa. 

“In 2018 I was asked to go to Africa with 
a company making a documentary for a 
local charity,” says Katura.   

“Before I went, I decided to raise some 
money to sponsor two girls’ education.” 

We are fortunate to live in a developed 
country, with high quality education, 
sanitation, healthcare and human rights.  
Without witnessing first-hand, the 
significant differences faced by many 
who do not have these, it is challenging 
to be able to truly understand the 
extremity of their situation. 

Katura’s opportunity to witness 
the culture of under-developed 
countries, allowed her to gain a 
better understanding of the cultural 
differences. 

“Going to a developing country as a 
13-year-old was life changing, and 
meeting girls my own age living in 
poverty was shocking,” says Katura 

“I had this feeling of what could possibly 
be described as guilt as I sat in their 
homes, and listening to their stories, 
stories that truly broke my heart.” 

“In those weeks I met over 2000 kids, 
and every one of them had a story of 
struggle, loss, and heartbreak.” 

Being faced with the ugly truth and 
horrible reality experienced by many 
young children, Katura contemplated 
her own life and the opportunities in 
which she has been given. 

“How was I any more deserving than 
them? Why did I have so many amazing 
opportunities when they struggled to 
even gain an education at all?” says 
Katura. 

“In reality, I knew that the answer was 
not a just one, it was simply that I had 
been fortunate enough to be born in 
Australia.” 

“I just knew that I could not have had 
that experience and go home and not do 
something.”

After returning to Australia, Katura 
endeavoured to educate and inform 
as many people as she possibly could 
about the injustice the poverty-stricken 
communities face each day. 

“It is amazing how quickly things get 
going when you take a few steps in one 
direction,” says Katura.  

“First, I just talked to anyone who would 
listen, collected things to send over, 
even begged people to help me but then 
I started to realise I could have a larger 
impact, what if I could get the message 
to 10, 100 or even 1000 people.” 

“What if I could find a way for those 
people to use that privilege, they too 
had been born into, to help? 

“I started attending Business Breakfasts, 
networking events, and I learned that I 
could have a bigger impact.” 

As her goal and purpose became more 
defined, Katura ventured into areas of 
art which could translate into donatable 
endeavours.  
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“Slowly over the past 
two years more and 
more ideas were born, 
the Art Competition, 
and the book illustration 
opportunity,” says Katura.   

The 8x8 Art Prize is an 
annual event founded in 
2019, which allows artists 
to submit an 8x8 inch 
artwork which will be sold 
to raise funds for young  
women’s education.  

“We are proud that we 
have united a community 
through art, and from 
this platform created 
a movement of artists 
passionate about helping 
to change the futures of 
the world’s poorest girls 
and change their lives 
through education,” says 
Katura. 

Furthermore, through 
her artistic endeavours, 
Katura was given the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o -
illustrate a children’s 
book with 100 per cent of 
profits to be donated.  

“Rina’s Story, a children’s 
novel written by Dr 
Natasha Yates that my 
younger sister and I 
illustrated,” says Katura.  

“It is a book about finding 
who you are and takes 
the reader on a magical 
journey of self-awareness 
and identity.” 

8x8 to Educate and her 
u n d e n i a b l e  t e n a c i t y 
has seen Katura take 
her message to the  
global stage.  

“I have even had the privilege of 
speaking at the United Nations 
in New York, and also in Russia,” 
Says Katura.  

“I truly believe that knowledge 
is powerful, and not just the 
knowledge that we are giving 
the girls with their education, 
but also the knowledge we are 
sharing with western countries.   

“If we can create a worldwide 
group of empowered, educated 
girls imagine the impact we can 
have on economies, policy, and 
basic human rights.” 

Although we look at 8x8 to 
Educate as a tremendous cause 
by a young and passionate lady, 
the journey to its success was 
not always smooth. Passion at 
a young age can sometimes be 
overlooked as naively wanting 
to help without the resources 
or knowledge needed to 
succeed.  Therefore, what is 
required is the right mindset 
and endurance. Afterall the 
path to making a significant 
change rests in one’s ability to 
leave nothing on the table.  

“ In  the beginning I  can 
remember some would even 
smile and say, ‘what a lovely 
idea, dear.’” says Katura.  

“It was frustrating knowing I 
wanted to make a change but 
not knowing the clear path. I 
found that if you stick to your 
passion; take each ‘no’ as a ‘not 
now’; find a great mentor and 
listen to them; and take your 
persistence to the next level 
that eventually people do listen.  

“Nothing worth doing is without 
challenges.” 

As the success of 8x8 to 
Educate began to rise, the 
global recognition and award 
nominations started pouring 

in.  However,  with a 
kind heart and modest 
personality, Katura has 
successfully managed to 
turn her success into a 
learning opportunity for 
herself and her fellow 
humanitarians. 

 “If you have one success 
and you can find a way 
to have that success 
recognised it can help 
s o  m u c h  w i t h  yo u r 
momentum,” says Katura.  

“ A s  a  y o u n g 
businesswoman, awards 
are incredibly humbling, 
but you also have to 
ensure that recognition 
has an impact beyond 
your emotions.  It is not 
about self-praise; it is 
about belief in your cause. 
I know in my heart that is 
who I am, but I also have 
a drive, and I know there 
are literally thousands of 
kids out there with the 
same drive.” 

“Through awards and 
r e c o g n i t i o n ,  I  c a n 
show them I was able 
to effect change then 
that encourages them 
to chase their passions 
too. That has to be a  
good thing.” 

8x8 to Educate has 
already proven its success 
and ability to implement 
firm endeavours within 
the young community.  
Furthermore, the hopes 
of  achieving charity 
status in 2021-22 will 
allow the organisation 
to grow and further 
influence the lives of girls 
in developing countries.  

“Through our scholarship fund we want to pick 
up girls around the age of 12 in developing 
countries, that time when they are most at risk 
of child marriage etc, and pay for not just an 
education, but a quality education for them, all 
the way through to university,” says Katura.  

With a purpose and a passion, anything is possible. 
The small yet meaningful steps that one young 
lady takes can contribute to the transformation 
of women’s education and rights.  

“I would like to hope that in 20 years, I have helped 
to shape the economic future for thousands of 
women, through strong human rights policies, 
and gender equality.   

“That is best achieved by having women in 
positions of influence, and that can only happen 
through education.  

“I hope that by educating as many girls 
as I can it will have a ripple effect in  
their countries.”
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You have got to go!
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